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Potomac Electric Power Leads 


Drive to Aid Appliance Sales 


Finds new stimulus needed to overcome sales resistance during 


business recession — President McClellan says Washington feels de- 


pression like rest of country — Range sales show drop from year ago 


Finding that sales of household elec- 
trical appliances are becoming more 
difficult in Washington, which has felt 
the depression as other sections of the 
country, the Potomac Electric Power 
Company is giving greater effort to 
dealer co-operation in the sale of 
equipment. 

There is a widely held belief, even 
in Washington, William McClellan, 
president of the utility, said, that be- 
cause the government is increasing its 
payroll and because the city is growing 
that Washington has not felt the depres- 
sion. “This is a myth.” 


Washington reflects sentiment 


With its contacts with every home 
and with figures gathered by its sta- 
tistical department. the company points 
out that evidence shows that any lower- 
ing of public confidence in the country 
as a whole is reflected in Washington. 
Whenever business recedes the rich sit 
on their money bags and those less 
favored sit on their savings deposit 
books. 

The company has found that it has 
been twice as hard to sell electric 
ranges and other appliances during 
recent months as it was in 1936 and 
1937. Recent sales of ranges in Wash- 
ington have varied from one to three a 
day, as compared with an average of 
three to five a day in 1936 and 1937, 
when there was confidence that busi- 
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ness would continue to show substantial 
improvement. 

To aid sales of appliances in the 
middle of the summer the company led 
a “warm-up” drive so that the electric 
industry might get its full share of the 
augmented expenditures that accom- 
pany increasing confidence in the future 
of business. 


Prefer electric range 


It was pointed out by Mr. McClellan 
that this slump in sales was in spite of 
the fact that Washington has been made 
electric cooking conscious and in spite 
of the fact that regulation prevents the 
company from giving any inducement 
to users or to contractors. Electric 
rates are low in Washington and so 
many apartments have been equipped 
with electric ranges that the public 
preference has been established. Real 
estate promoters know that an elec- 
trical kitchen helps to rent apartments 
and sell houses and have favored them 

During the first five months this year 
sales of electrical appliances have shown 
a drop, as compared with the same 
period last year. The estimate of num- 
ber of major appliances sold in Poto- 
mac Electric Power territory during 
the first five months, as against the 
same 1937 period, include: Ranges, 655 
against 991; refrigerators, 7,168 against 
8,206; oil burners, 730 against 1,341; 
ironers, 440 against 701; washers, 
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2,544 against 2,743; water heaters, 74 
against 7,373; radios, 9,108 against 
7,250; vacuum cleaners, 2,698 against 
2,848. 

The utility discontinued merchandis- 
ing appliances in June, 1934, and since 
that time has given every assistance to 
dealers and mercantile establishments. 
In 1937 sales in the company’s territory 
included 4,133 electric ranges, 18,670 
refrigerators, 3,843 oil burners, 179 elec- 
tric water heaters, 1,566 ironers and 
5,679 washers. The average residential 
consumption in 1937 was 1,104 kw.-hr. 


Accused of Stealing 
2,000 Bills of Utility 


A new way of easy living came to 
light last week when New York police 
arrested Charles Fox, who said he lived 
at the Roosevelt Hotel, Newark, N. J., 
accused of living well from the proceeds 
of gas and electric light bills he col- 
lected without the knowledge of the 
utility. 

It seems that the ingenious Mr. Fox 
took bills of the Consolidated Edison 
Company of New York, Inc., from mail 
boxes and collected the money in per- 
son, according to the police. 

He collected a bill from Mrs. Paulina 
Castillia, but she became suspicious and 
told a policeman, and Fox was ar- 
rested. In the line-up the police said 
that he admitted stealing about 2.000 
bills in the last year, making from $30 
to $50 a day. 


National Adequate Wiring 


Twelve important centers have now 
been licensed to operate the certifica- 
tion phase of the national adequate 
wiring program, according to the Na- 
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tional Bureau. Cities recently added in- 
clude Alexandria, Va.; Cincinnati, 
Ohio; Omaha, Neb., and Salt Lake 
City. In addition cities now licensed in- 
clude New York, Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington, D. C.; Charlotte, N. C.; Bir- 
mingham, Memphis, Tri-Cities and Los 
Angeles. 


Display of Air Units 
Held in Los Angeles 


A great deal of public interest was 
shown in the recent four-day air-con- 
ditioning show staged in Los Angeles. 
In addition to thousands of southern 
Californians, visitors from Texas, 
Arizona, Utah and New Mexico viewed 
the latest in air-conditioning, cooling 
and heating equipment. 

Industrial motion pictures, showing 
the installation and application of air- 
conditioning equipment and materials; 
educational talks by leaders in manu- 
facturing and installation, and open 
forum discussions by members of the 
industry were featured on the program 
each day and evening. 

Co-operating organizations were the 
Air Conditioning and Refrigeration As- 
sociation of Southern California, the 
Southern California chapter of the 
American Society of Heating and Ven- 
tilating Engineers, the Electrical De- 
velopment League, Los Angeles Bureau 
of Power and Light, Los Angeles Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Southern California 
Edison Company and Thermo Air Con- 
ditioning Institute. 

The committee in charge was headed 
by Howard H. Douglas of the South- 
ern California Edison. 


AIR SHOW—tThousands of Southern 
conditioning show in the West recently when Los Angeles staged a display of air- 
conditioning, cooling and heating equipment of leading manufacturers 
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Ickes Defends PWA Power Policy 
in Approving Project Allotments 


Administrator declares that loans and grants will not be used as a 
club over private utilities — Allotments to 21 projects which will 
compete with local companies are made on conditional basis 


PWA Administrator Harold L. Ickes 
last week denied that allocation of 
funds for municipal power plants were 
being used as a club over private utili- 
ties. His comment came after the PWA 
had approved allotments to 21 power 
projects having a total estimated cost 
of $15,171,845, of which PWA was to 
contribute $6,829,995 in grants and 
$2,698,000 in loans. 

A clear-cut test of the Administra- 
tion’s power policy, not to make loans 
and grants to municipalities to compete 
with private utilities until “reasonable” 
effort had been made to acquire the 
local utility upon “reasonable terms 
and conditions,” is expected as a result 
of the new allotments to 21 cities. 

Secretary Ickes said that he had 
never stimulated any municipality at 
any time to file an application for PWA 
funds for a power project. “I have al- 
ways held that the municipalities them- 
selves have a right to determine what 
type of projects they want,” he de- 
clared. 

The list of new projects for which 
allotments have been approved, if 
erected, would operate in competition 
with existing privately owned power fa- 
cilities. Because they are competing 
projects they come under the policy 
enunciated by Mr. Ickes. On this basis 
the allotments were made conditionally. 


Californians attended the first public air- 
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The projects range in size from West- 
brook, Minn., of a grant of $30,272 and 
total cost of $67,272, to San Antonio. 
Tex., where a grant of $2,770,000 was 


approved for a project to cost $6,137,- 
300. 


Will not accept grant 


Mayor C. K. Quin declared that San 
Antonio will not accept the grant for 
construction of a municipal system. He 
explained that the application for the 
grant had been made two years ago, but 
since that time power rates have been 
reduced locally by San Antonio Public 
Service and that he did not believe the 
proposed plan would be profitable. 

It was explained by Mayor Quin that 
the city was curtailing expenditures and 
that he did not believe the public would 
favor an indebtedness of another $6,- 
137,300. It was pointed out that the 
city would not receive any profit from 
the plant for twenty years and there 
was a possibility of it being a financial 
loss. 

The PWA has approved allotments to 
24 power projects having a total esti- 
mated cost of $13,155,848 which will 
not compete with private utilities. PWA 
allotments total $9,161,834 and include 
$3,243,000 in loans and $5,918,834 in 
grants. These allotments range in size 
from a system of transmission lines for 
Platte County, Nebraska, with a total 
estimated cost of $5,190,000, to im- 
provement of street lighting in Ketchi- 
kan, Alaska, at a cost of $4,200. Jack- 
sonville, Fla., municipal plant is get- 
ting a grant of $1,127,000 for plant ad- 
dition to cost $2,503,000. 

The list of allotments for municipal 
projects in competition with private 
utilities follows: 

Est. 
Grant Cost 
$79,000 $175,000 
63.900 142,000 
126,000 281,000 
181,636 403.636 


101,000 225,000 
298,000 653,000 


Location Loan 


Caruthersville, Mo. 
Cleveland, Okla... 
Columbus, Miss... 
Covington, Va 
Cuero, Tex 
El Dorado, Ark... 
Fairport Harbor, 
Ohio 66,000 
Galax, 129,000 
Gonzales, Tex..... 78,000 
Meridian, Miss.... 780,000 688,182 
Mt. Pleasant, Mich. 218,000 
Murfreesboro, 
Tenn. 
Newton Falls, Ohio. 
Okmulgee, Okla... 
San Antonio, Tex. 
Saranac Lake, N. Y. 
Texarkana, Tex... 300,000 
Weslaco, Tex...... 
Wharton, Tex..... 
Westbrook, Minn.. 
Wichita Falls, Tex. 963,000 


365,000 


155.000 
287,000 
173,000 
418,182 
485,000 


245,450 
205,000 
904,000 
3,137,300 
500,000 
545,000 


135,000 110,455 
92,250 
406,800 
2,770,000 
225 004) 
245,040) 
94,500 210,000 
90,000 200,000 
20.272 672%. 


727.000 1,750,000 
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Samuel Insull, Dominant Figure 


in Utility Industry, Dies in Paris 


Victim of heart attack in subway rose from secretary to Edison to 
head of vast utility system in middle west — Was a pioneer in build- 
ing integrated electric line network — Received many honors 


Samuel Insull, until six years ago 
the most dominant figure in utility man- 
agement in this country, controlling op- 
erations with an investment in excess 
of $3,000,000,000, died of a heart attack 
on July 16, at the age of 78 years, in 
a Paris subway. 

Until his pyramided financial empire 
crashed in 1932, sending him flying to 
Europe as a fugitive from the law, Mr. 
Insull had devoted forty years of his 
life to building an integrated utility 
system in Chicago and the surrounding 
areas, finally branching out into other 
sections of the country. At the height 
of his career he controlled the opera- 
tions of the largest integrated electric 
utility system in the world. 


Managed Edison’s affairs 


Like so many of the great utility 
operators, Mr. Insull made his own way 
from scratch. He was a stenographer 
working for Mr. Edison at the time 
the first central station at Pearl Street 
was being installed. Because of his 
ability as an organizer, he gradually 
took over the management of Mr. Edi- 
son’s business affairs and manufactur- 
ing operations. It was his genius that 
brought the Edison companies together 
into the Edison General Electric Com- 
pany, the forerunner of the General 
Electric Company. Then he went to 
Chicago to operate the Chicago Edison 
Company, one of a group of more than 
twenty electric utilities within that city, 
and not even the largest. It wasn’t long 
before he began to merge the group, 
from which later came the Common- 
wealth Edison. Thus was born an idea 
that stayed with him always—central- 
ized, integrated service operating at 
maximum efficiency to provide universal 
service at lower rates. 

He was a pioneer not only because of 
his association with Edison but in his 
own right. He was the first to appre- 
clate the advantages of turbines over 
steam engines; to him goes the credit 
for the first use in this country of the 
Wright demand meter; he was a pioneer 


i Interconnection, as well as in super- 
power plants. 


Sought his counsel 
As a leader, his opinion on matters 


: Public policy was eagerly sought by 
€ industry. He was president of the 
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two national utility associations, the 
N.E.L.A. and the Association of Edi- 
son Illuminating Companies, and in 
that capacity devoted himself to recon- 
ciling differences between the Edison 
interests and the independent group. 

Although it was financial maneuver- 
ing that brought about his downfall, it 
will be remembered that it was his pro- 
gressive financial acumen that made it 
possible for the Chicago properties to 
expand as they did and to establish their 
dividend record. At one time it was said 
that he had been instrumental in rais- 
ing more utility capital than any other 
individual. 

The impress of Mr. Insull’s mind 
upon the development of the electric 
industry is something no financial de- 
bacle can ever erase. His life, which was 
a struggle to achieve big things, reads 
like an Alger tale. Some of the high- 
lights follow: 


Secretary to Edison 


Born in London, England, November 
11, 1859, Mr. Insull was educated at 
private schools in Reading and Oxford 
and got his first job when he was fif- 
teen years old as office boy at a salary 
of five shillings a week. At the age 





of twenty, he became the secretary to 
Colonel George E. Gouraud, London 
representative of the Edison Telephone 
Company. 

Later, through Edward H. Johnson, 
Mr. Insull secured a letter of intro- 
duction to Thomas A. Edison. Coming 
to the United States in 1881, he became 
the famous inventor’s secretary. While 
with Mr. Edison, Mr. Insull helped in 
the organization of the Electric Tube 
Company, first manufacturer of elec- 
trical conduit; Edison Machine Works, 
manufacturer of d.c. dynamos, and 
the Edison Lamp Company. In 1897 
the Edison Machine Works was moved 
to Schenectady, with young Insull as 
general manager. Two years later, 
when the Edison companies were 
merged into the Edison General Elec- 
tric Company, he was made second vice- 
president in charge of manufacturing 
and sales, and in 1892, when this com- 
pany was merged with the Thomson- 
Houston Company to become the Gen- 
eral Electric Company, he continued 
in the same position. 

In June of that year, however, he re- 
signed to become president of the Chi- 
cago Edison Company. Not long after- 
ward the Commonwealth Electric Com- 
pany was organized, and when this 
company was consolidated into the 
Commonwealth Edison Company in 
1907 Mr. Insull became its president. 

By the consolidation of various small 
companies serving the urban communi- 
ties surrounding Chicago Mr. Insull 
formed the Public Service Company of 
Northern Illinois, and in 1912 organ- 
ized the Middle West Utilities Company. 
In 1913 he became president of the 
Peoples Gas Light & Coke Company; 
subsequently he became chairman also 
of Midland United Company, Northern 
Indiana Public Service Company, North 
Shore & Milwaukee Railroad Company, 
Chicago Rapid Transit Company and 
Corporations Securities, and was also 
president of the Insull Utility Invest- 
ments, Inc. In 1930 he was listed as 
president, or leading official, in 36 elec- 
tricity supply, gas supply, electric rail- 
way and investment corporations. 


Insull received honors 


Many honors came to Mr. Insull. He 
was president of the Association of 
Edison Illuminating Companies in 1897 
and president of the National Electric 
Light Association in 1898. A fellow in 
the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers, he was also a member of the 
British Institution of Electrical Engi- 
neers and of the Royal Institution of 
Great Britain. The Charles A. Coffin 
Medal was awarded four of his units. 

In 1917 he received the degree of 
doctor of science from Union College, 
Schenectady, and the degree of LL.D. 
from both Northwestern University and 
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Notre Dame in 1926, while Queen’s 
University, Kingston, Canada, honored 
him with the same degree in 1930. 

Under his direction the first turbo- 
generators—5,000-kw. units at Fisk 
Street—were installed and put in op- 
eration. He was also a pioneer in mass 
production, high-tension transmission, 
interconnection of generating plants 
and diversity of supply, making avail- 
able electric service of metropolitan 
character to small towns, rural areas, 
electric railways and outlying indus- 
trial plants. He was the first to adopt 
the “Wright” demand meter in this 
country. 

Throughout the war Mr. Insull was 
chairman of the Illinois State Council 
of Defense. 

On June 6, 1932, Mr. Insull resigned 
from the chairmanships and director- 
ships of the Commonwealth Edison 
Company, the People’s Gas Light & 
Coke Company and the Public Service 
Company of Northern Illinois, as well 
as the receivership of the Middle West 
Utilities Company. Shortly thereafter 
he left the country, returning in 1934 
to stand trial on three charges arising 
out of the crash. Following his ac- 
quittal by three Chicago juries of the 
charges brought against him, he made 
another attempt to enter business, in a 
radio chain called the Affiliated Broad- 
casting Company. When that failed he 
returned to a life of privacy and left 
for England in 1937. 

In addition to his widow, Mr. Insull 
is survived by a son, Samuel Insull, Jr.. 
of the Commonwealth Edison Company, 
and a brother, Martin Insull. Tentative 
arrangement calls for Mr. 
burial in London, England. 


Insull’s 
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State Power Fight 
Looms in New York 


A fight over power proposals on the 
floor of New York’s Constitutional 
Convention loomed this week as Jus- 
tice Charles Poletti moved to dis- 
charge his power proposals from the 
committee on public utilities. 

Justice Poletti referred to two power 
proposals, one which would provide 
for public ownership and control of 
the state’s power resources and pre- 
vent their development by private 
agencies, and another which would 
authorize municipal power plants and 
exempt them from the debt limit to 
the extent to which they are self-sus- 
taining. 

Last week the committee killed the 
first of these measures, despite the 
fact that Justice Poletti narrowed the 
scope of his original proposal to in- 
clude only the St. Lawrence and Ni- 
agara rivers, and despite the fact that 
Assistant Secretary of State Berle had 
urged its adoption. 

At the same time he rebuked the 
committee for shelving his proposals, 
Justice Poletti criticised them for re- 
porting out two other power measures. 
One of these, introduced by Martin 
W. Deyo, chairman of the committee, 
would make any decision, determina- 
tion or order of the Public Service 
Commission reviewable upon appeal. 
in regard to facts as well as to law. 
as is now the case, by the Appellate 
Division. 

The second proposal, introduced by 
Gilbert A. Schenck. would prohibit 
legislation which did not let a mu- 


ELECTRIC COOKING—Opening guns in the fall campaign for the sale of electric 
ranges are being fired during the next two months by the Modern Kitchen Bureau. 
Posters like these will be sent to all dealers and outlets in the unified program 
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nicipal utility earn, “in addition to 
an amount equivalent to taxes which 
the said service if privately owned 
would pay to such municipal corpora- 
tion, a fair return on the value of the 
property over and above the costs of 
operation.” 


REA Allots $1,822,000 


for Projects in Arkansas 


REA has allotted $1,822,000 for 
projects in Arkansas since its begin. 
ning to July 1, 1938. These projects 
aggregate 1,963 miles of lines to serve 
7.200 customers. Of that total, how- 
ever, only four projects have been en- 
ergized. One project of 525 miles 
serves 1,738 customers, another 17] 
miles serves 500 customers, one of 128 
miles serves 330 customers and the 
fourth is one of 70 miles serving 500 
customers. 

Preliminary surveys have been made 
of nine additional projects in Arkansas. 
These projects are estimated to cost 
$1,880,000. They would involve about 
2.000 miles of line and would serve 
7.000 customers. 


Oregon Town Asks Ross to 
Set Value on Utility System 


Cascade Locks, Ore., has asked Bon- 
neville Administrator J. D. Ross to set 
a fair price on the facilities of the West 
Coast Power Company, now serving the 
city, preparatory to dealing with the 
company for the purchase of this sys 
tem. 

Previously, the municipality voted 
173 to 17 for municipal distribution of 
Bonneville power and approved a $12. 
000 bond issue for acquisition or con- 
struction of necessary lines. Cascade 
Locks, together with North Bonneville. 
Wash.. were the first towns to receive 
Bonneville power, paying for it on the 
basis of $17.50 a kilowatt-year. 


Modern Kitchen Bureau 
Starts October Sales Drive 


Plans for an elaborate fall campaign 
to sell 30,000 electric ranges and 8,000 
electric water heaters during October 
in eighteen regions started to dealers. 
utilities and retail outlets this week 
when the Modern Kitchen Bureau sent 
the first in the series of “broadsides. 

October is to be known as the “dis 
covery month” for the nation’s house 
wives with the challenging slogan: 
“Electric Cooking Costs % What You 
Think.”. During August and Septem 
ber posters will be sent out to stimulate 
sales during October drive. Manufac 
turers are preparing dealer displays 
and material to tie in with the drive. 
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Congress TVA Committee Opens 
Inquiry Into Power Agency Work 


Former Chairman Morgan defends action in opposing Scattergood 
and appointment of Panter as committee’s engineer — Outlines work 
done in organizing power experiment in Tennessee Valley 


History of a bitter personal feeling 
and a profound engineering difference 
of opinion between Dr. Arthur E. Mor- 
gan and E. F. Scattergood, head of the 
Bureau of Power & Light of Los An- 
geles, was brought out before the con- 
gressional committee investigating the 
Tennessee Valley Authority this week. 

His statement was made when ques- 
tioned by committee members as to 
why he had written a letter protesting 
the appointment of the committee’s en- 
gineer, Thomas Panter. 


Visited Scattergood 


Morgan told the committee, when 
questioned, that he had visited Scatter- 
good in Los Angeles with a view to 
recommending him as one of his col- 
leagues. He had decided, Dr. Morgan 
said, that Mr. Scattergood was not well 
fitted for the post. This was before he 
had decided to recommend David E. 
Lilienthal and H. A. Morgan to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 

On his return to Washington Dr. 
Morgan was given some mail by the 
White House, which had simply been 
referred to him because it concerned 
TVA, but which the writers never in- 
tended to have him see. There were 
bitter attacks on him, he said, and the 
President was literally bombarded with 
suggestions that Scattergood be put in 
charge. Even after the appointment 
of all three board members, friends of 
Scattergood tried to have the Los An- 
geles public ownership man made the 
President’s special representative on 
TVA. 

Asked if he did not have a high re- 
gard for Scattergood’s engineering abil- 
ity aside from their personal feelings, 
Morgan shrugged and said he would 
hate to see Scattergood’s ideas applied 
to TVA. 

Panter insisted he would follow his 
own judgment as engineer for the com- 
mittee, said he had never discussed 
TV A with Scattergood, and insisted he 
was “his own man.” He said he was 
oa furlough from Los Angeles and 
Was a civil service employee of the city, 
and hence would feel free to make any 
decisions his judgment might dictate. 


Committee not disturbed 


— committee was not disturbed by 
“organ's attack on Panter, even Re- 
publicans Wolverton and Jenkins being 
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unimpressed after Morgan stated he 
knew nothing personally that was de- 
rogatory of Panter’s ability or integ- 
rity. 

Last Tuesday at the hearing Dr. Mor- 
gan charged that the TVA board had 
wasted millions of dollars in its power 
and agricultural programs. He further 
charged that the prospects were that 
more millions would be lost because of 
contracts entered into over his dissents. 
He said that $2,000,000 could be saved 
on the switchyard and transmission 
lines at Norris Dam and that about $1,- 
000,000 had been spent foolishly on 
plans to develop agricultural industries. 

As for the TVA, “yardstick” rates 
were announced by Mr. Lilienthal be- 
fore they had been presented to the 
board and were admitted a “lucky 
guess” at best. Dr. Morgan asserted 
that Mr. Lilienthal “approximately took 
over” the rates of the Tacoma, Wash., 
public power plant. He thought that 
the TVA rates were too low and did 
not cover costs. 


Completes TVA tour 


Resumption of the hearings followed 
a five-day inspection trip by the com- 
mittee over the whole project from 
Knoxville to Gilbertsville, though Sen- 
ator Davis was impatient and made the 
trip in one day by airplane, using the 
four other days for a trip back home. 

H. A. Morgan was the first witness 
when the committee resumed hearings 
at Knoxville. He did not enter into the 
controversial features, as he did in his 
first day’s testimony at Washington, 
taking all his time for a general exposi- 
tion of the problems involved and the 
advantages of the project. 


Attacks criticisms 


Committeemen seemed especially in- 
terested in his statement as to the 
poverty of the valley, due to soil erosion 
and lack of advantages. 

Arthur Morgan opened his testimony 
with an attack on Harcourt Morgan’s 
criticism of him before the committee 
in Washington. He particularly re- 
sented the comments on his “vagaries,” 
and calling them “alarming,” “wild 
proposals” and “impractical.” He also 
resented intimation that he had sought 
to make himself dictator of the project. 
Dr. Morgan pointed out the need for 
preparation so that when the authority 


was organized it could begin to func- 
tion speedily, especially as the em- 
ployment problem was pressing in 
1933. He named the men he had se- 
lected to look into various phases of 
the work and to get preliminary work 
started, pointing out the ideas he had 
evolved. 

One of his “impractical” suggestions 
which was not approved, Dr. Morgan 
pointed out, was to build a town to 
house the workers for Norris Dam be- 
fore the actual dam construction should 
start. He described the complications 
which resulted from this “mistake.” 


Prevented land speculation 


He wanted road construction dis- 
cussed. He wanted—after getting the 
suggestion from the President—to en- 
list the workers who were already 
working on the problem to aid in get- 
ting men living around abandoned coal 
mines to join the dam construction 
work. He had himself authorized to 
meet President Willkie of Common- 
wealth & Southern to work out the 
obvious problem there. He wanted an 
expert to look into the danger of caves 
draining the proposed lakes behind the 
dams. He actually prevented, through 
publicity and the co-operation of real 
estate men, the looting of poor inves- 
tors who might have been swindled in 
real estate booms such as occurred 
around Muscle Shoals, where more 
than 98,000 lots had been sold to peo- 
ple in the North. 

He proposed, and had approved, the 
buying out of the Aurora project, which 
would have made the Gilbertsville 
phase of the whole project impossible, 
and got this done at an expenditure of 
only $150,000, whereas had there been 
delay the private interest would have 
put several millions into the dam. He 
had the power commission hold up the 
granting of licenses for any dams in 
the valley; he wanted investigation of 
the new theory of vacuum tube trans- 
mission of power, as suggested to him 
by the President of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. On this last 
he was turned down by the other board 
members, who by that time had de- 
cided they would divide up the power 
into functions before making any fur- 
ther decisions. 

These, he said, were some of the 
wild vagaries Harcourt Morgan talked 
about. 


Kentucky Utilities Signs 
Interchange Pact with TVA 


A power interchange contract with 
the Kentucky Utilities Company to 
provide electric power for construc- 
tion purposes at Gilbertsville Dam site, 
was announced last week by John B. 
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Blandford, Jr., general manager of 
the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

Under the contract the utility will 
furnish power to the authority at the 
dam site and will receive like amounts 
of power from TVA over a 44-kv. line 
which TVA wili build from Milan, 
Tenn., to the facilities of the utility 
at Bradford, Tenn., about 12 miles 
away. Contract relieves TVA of im- 
mediate necessity for constructing 
180-mile high-voltage line from Pick- 
wick Landing Dam to Gilbertsville. 
at a cost of $2,000,000. The last 
Congress appropriated $2,613,000 to 
the TVA to begin construction at 
Guntersville. 


San Francisco Asks 
New Hearing in Suit 


As San Francisco petitioned Federal 
Judge Roche for a rehearing in the 
government’s injunction suit, Secretary 
of the Interior Ickes, in a telegram to 
Mayor Rossi, continued to exert pres- 
sure for prompt municipal distribution 
of electricity. 

Pointing out that construction in the 
new public works spending program 
must start by next January 1, Secretary 
Ickes suggested the city hold a special 
election and seek a special session of 
the state Legislature to rush into the 
retail power business. 

Irked at what they were understood 
to consider an unwarranted interfer- 
ence in purely local affairs, the city 
officials considered a reply and were 


BLUE RIBBON LAMP—Preston S. Millar, president; 


expected to answer that nothing could 
be gained by rushing a sixth power 
distribution proposal to the people be- 
fore the November election. 

The appeal for the rehearing was 
against Judge Roche’s order of June 
28 enjoining the city from continuing 
beyond six months to dispose of its 
Hetch Hetchy power through an agree- 
ment with the Pacific Gas & Electric 
Company. 

* 


Fresno Utility Plans to Put 
Wire System Underground 


A five-year program to put the en- 
tire distribution system of downtown 
Fresno, Calif., underground was sched- 
uled by the San Joaquin Light & Power 
Corporation to begin this week. Eight 
blocks in the heart of town are to be 
tackled first. Costs are estimated near 
$50,000 per block, or an expenditure 
of $400,000 within a year. 

Plans are to lay 4-in. ducts in con- 
crete at a minimum depth of 6 ft. 8 in.. 
four primary and three secondary ducts 
being carried in the same trench. Be- 
yond the estimated expenditure of $400.- 
000 per year through five years, details 
of the program after the first year’s 
work have not been determined. 


* 
Rockland Light Redemption 
Rockland Light & Power Company 


last week issued redemption notice of 
immediate payment of its first mortgage 
30-year 5 per cent gold bonds, due No- 
vember 1, 1938. 


Norman D. Macdonald, 


assistant to president, and W. F. Little, engineer, photometric department, of 
Electrical Testing Laboratories, checking characteristics of new blue ribbon lamps 
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Water Spray Is Used 
in Fighting Oil Fire 


What was heresy up to two years ago, 
namely, fighting oil fires with plain 
water, has become an accepted method 
in so far as it involves the use of 
spray, said G. S. Lawler, chief electrical 
engineer Associated Factory Mutual 
Fire Insurance Companies, last week, 

The occasion was the showing of a 
colored movie to a group of inspectors 
and insurance experts in the Consoli- 
dated Edison Auditorium, New York. 
Trials of various spray nozzles at the 
Factory Mutual test station at Everett, 
Mass., showed that some transformer oil 
fires were extinguished in fifteen seconds 
by a battery of properly disposed spray 
nozzles. When the test was repeated 
with no crushed stone in the pit under 
the transformer the time lengthened 
out to about four minutes. These data 
apply to water pressures as low as 20 
pounds. 

In each of the tests the oil was pre- 
heated to about 315 deg. F., overflowed 
intentionally and then allowed to burn 
for one minute before applying the 
spray. The transformer used was 150 
kva., 2,600/208 volts, with scrap iron 
replacing core and coils. Mr. Lawler 
stated that a portable spray nozzle and 
hose should always be available as a 
supplement to a fixed installation of 
nozzles. 

As for the layout of these nozzles, 
each transformer installation deserves 
an individual study. Portable nozzles 
alone put out some of the fires in 30 
seconds. Specially trained hosemen, 
in fact, put out one test fire in 30 
seconds with a “solid” 1}-inch play- 
pipe stream at 35 pounds. 


Rhode Island Commission 
Saves Money on 94. Cases 


The Rhode Island Public Utilities 
Commission reports to Gov. Robert E. 
Quinn that during 1937 a total of %4 
informal complaints were filed against 
the various utilities. All of these were 
adjusted after investigation by the 
commission’s staff, and in many cases 
after informal conferences with the 
parties at interest, and in most cases 
to the satisfaction of all parties con 
cerned, thus eliminating the holding of 
public hearings. The commission said 
that this procedure saved the expense 
to the complainants and to the utilities 
of public hearings. 

In regard to the saving in electri¢ 
rates, the commission said, a valuation 
of all electric utilities in the state 18 
now being made and the result of such 
a valuation will determine whether 
not further rate reductions shall be 
made. 
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Dayton Utility Starts 
Rural Line Program 


Dayton Power & Light has started 
construction of a new section of 170 
miles of rural lines in Clinton County 
involving expenditure of $200,000. Ap- 
proximately 600 new rural customers 
will be added to the lines, scheduled 
to be completed before Christmas. 
When the present program is completed 
the county will have 70 per cent of 
its farm homes equipped with electric- 
ity. 

‘Officials of the utility and the Clin- 
ton County Farm Bureau, as well as a 
number of farmers, were present re- 
cently when the first pole of twenty- 
five carloads was placed, starting the 
new lines. 

Last year the utility added 1,774 new 
rural customers, an increase of 18 per 
cent over the preceding year. 


Jersey Utility Starts 
Modern Kitchen Sale 


Jersey Central Power & Light is 
conducting at Asbury Park a “Using 
the User” method as an indirect means 
of obtaining new sales leads in its 
modern kitchen campaign. 

The campaign for sale of electric 
ranges, water heaters and dishwashers 
started last week at a meeting in the 
company’s auditorium, which was ad- 
dressed by B. A. Seiple, vice-president 
in charge of sales and regional direc- 
tor of the Modern Kitchen Bureau for 
New Jersey and Delaware. 

Mr. Seiple stated that the kitchen 
modernizing campaign is based on the 
theory of selective selling to selected 
prospects. He said that “we know that 
electric range users are our best pros- 
pects for electric water heaters and 
that an electric range and water heater 
user is literally just waiting to “be 
shown a dishwasher.” These pieces of 
equipment fit naturally into the mod- 
ern kitchen planning story, so that the 
whole job can be sold complete, he 
said. 

The company’s home service depart- 
ment, as part of the drive, arranges to 
hold cooking demonstrations in the 
homes of recent range purchasers. 
These users act as hostesses for a 
group of their friends at luncheon or 
dinner and the company’s home service 
department puts on the “party.” 


o 
Asks License for Iowa Hydro 


Curtis Power & Light Company, Keo- 
kuk, Iowa, has applied to the Federal 
Power Commission for license to build 
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a hydro-electric project on the Des 
Moines River near Hinsdale. Power 
house is to house four units with a total 
rated capacity of 10,400 hp. at 12 ft. net 
head, and the energy generated would 
be used for industrial purposes and by 
rural co-operatives and small munici- 
palities. 


Allot $10,750,000 


to Bonneville Lines 
Allocation of $10,750,000 for the 


construction of four Bonneville trans- 
mission lines was approved this week 
by the Public Works Administration. 

An allocation of $5,390,000 was 
made for the 230-kv. line from Bonne- 
ville to Grand Coulee Dam via Ya- 
kima, $2,280,000 for the 110-kv. line 
from West Vancouver to Eugene, 
$1,971,000 for the 230-kv. line from 
Kelso to Aberdeen, $569,000 for the 
line from Bonneville to The Dalles. 

Bonneville Administrator J. D. Ross 
had applied to Harold L. Ickes for an 
allotment of $21,375,725 for transmis- 
sion lines and substations. 

Bonneville Administrator J. D. Ross 
has called for bids on wire for the lines 
which will form the backbone of the 
federal power network in western Ore- 
gon and Washington. In addition to 
the 36-mile line running west from the 
Bonneville development along the 
north bank of the Columbia River, a 
220-kv. twin circuit will connect Van- 
couver, Wash.—starting point for line 
into Oregon through Portland and into 
Washington through Kelso and Aber- 
deen—with the dam. 

Vancouver line will be one of the 
largest now in use, it is said. Specifi- 
cations call for 240 miles of conductor 
with a circumference of 3% inches. 
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RURAL LINES—Officials of Dayton Power & Light and Clinton County (Ohio) 

Farm Bureau at the setting of the first pole in the utility’s $200,000 rural electrification 

program in the county. Kenneth C. Long, utility vice-president and general manager, 

is fourth from the left; Walter L. Gluck, Clinton County agricultural agent, is at 
right, and Oliver R. McCoy, bureau president, is fifth from right 
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Bids will be opened August 10 at the 
Bonneville project offices, Falling 
Building, Portland. 


Diseuss Direct Conversion 
of Fuel to Electric Power 


Developments now progressing may 
make possible direct conversion of 
matter’s energy into electrical power 
without wasteful intermediary proc- 
esses, M. W. Smith, manager of en- 
gineering, Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company, told the 
American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science at its recent meeting 
in Ottawa, Canada. 

Perhaps within the life of the pres- 
ent generation we may see electrical 
devices extracting power from the 
kinetic energy of the gases of com- 
bustion without the intervention of 
rotating electrical machinery, Mr. 
Smith declared. 


Detroit Edison Opens New 
Unit to Call Line Trucks 


The Detroit Edison Company has re- 
cently received a permit and put into 
operation its transmitting station 
W8XPQ, which will be used for one- 
way emergency communication with 
line trucks. 

Receivers on trucks are permanently 
tuned to the station, which is situated 
about the center of the system and has 
a transmitter rated at 150 watts. The 
radiator tower is 200 ft. high. Selective 
signaling devices make it possible to 
call one or any number or all trucks 
simultaneously. When men leave their 
trucks to work at some distance from 
it the signaling device is set to blow 
the truck horn to attract attention. 
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A.L.E.E. Plans for 
Pacific Coast Meet 


A symposium on the operation of 
the Boulder Dam transmission line will 
feature the Pacific Coast convention of 
the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers at Portland, Ore., August 
9-12. 

Speakers who will discuss various 
phases of the operation, including co- 
rona experience, insulation and light- 
ning protection, carrier-current equip- 
ment and transmission line relay pro- 
tection are W. S. Peterson, J. D. 
Laughlin and L. L. Draper, all of the 
Los Angeles Bureau of Power & Light; 
Bradley Cozzens, Department of Water 
and Power, Los Angeles. 

President-elect John C. Parker will 
deliver an address on “Engineering 
Orientation” at the general session on 
Tuesday. Speakers and their subjects 
at other sessions include: E. W. Mor- 
ris, Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Company, “Application of Cop- 
per Oxide Rectifiers”; J. M. Gaylord, 
Metropolitan Water District of South- 
ern California. “The Pumping System 
of the Colorado River Aqueduct”; R. E. 
Pierce, Ebasco Services, Inc., and 
B. W. Hamilton, Montana Power Com- 
pany, “Phase Angle Control of System 
Interconnections”; J. A. M. Lyon, Sagi- 
naw, Mich., “The Electrostatic Unbal- 
ance of Tranmission Lines and Its Ef- 
fect on the Application of Petersen 


Coils.” 


Pennsylvania Court Upholds 
Utility Sale Ban of P.S.C. 


The Pennsylvania Superior Court 
last week upheld the action of the 
State Public Service Commission in re- 
fusing to approve the sale of the North- 
ern Pennsylvania Power Company to 
the Metropolitan Edison Company, both 
subsidiaries of Associated Gas & Elec- 
tric Company. 

Metropolitan Edison Company has a 
petition pending before the commission 
for permission to sell its property and 
franchises to the Pennsylvania Edison 
Company, also an Associated Gas sub- 
sidiary. Two other subsidiaries, Key- 
stone Public Service Company and 
Bradford Electric Company, have also 
petitioned the commission, seeking to 
sell their properties and franchises to 
the Pennsylvania Edison Company. 


e 
Call Muny Power Plant Vote 


A referendum election on the mu- 
nicipal power plant question has been 
called by the City Commission of 
Ogden, Utah, for August 8. Action was 
taken despite a petition of the Utah 
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Power & Light Company now before 
the state Supreme Court asking for a 
90-day stay of judgment to permit an 


appeal to the United States Supreme 
Court. 


Engineers to Tour Fair 


An engineering inspection of the 
New York World’s Fair is being 
planned by Connecticut engineers for 
October 12. Invitations have gone out 
to more than 3,000 members of all en- 
gineering societies in Connecticut to 
join in the trip. Reservations for the 
trip can be made through Howard W. 
Sharpe, P. O. Box 235, New Haven, 


Conn. 


eelings 


American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
Pacific Coast Convention, Portland, Ore., 
August 9-12. H. H. Henline, national 
secretary, 33 West 39th St., New York, 
ee 

World Power Conference—Vienna sectional 
meeting, August 25—September 2. Execu- 
tive committee, U. S. National Committee, 
World Power Conference, 4 Irving Place, 
New York, N. Y. 


Rocky Mountain Electrical League—Annual 
meeting, Canyon Hotel and Lodge, Yel- 
lowstone Park, Wyo., August 29-31. 
George Lewis, Managing director, Gas 
and Electric Building, Denver, Colo. 


Illuminating Engineering Society—Annual 
convention, Nicollet Hotel, Minneapolis, 
Minn., August 29-September 1. A. D 
Cameron, general secretary, 51 Madison 
Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


International Association of Electrical In- 
spectors—Eastern section, Hotel Lord 
Baltimore, Baltimore, Md., September 6-8, 
F. N. M. Squires, secretary, 8 John St., 
New York, N. Y. Southern section, 
George Washington Hotel, Jacksonville, 
Fla., September 12-14, Joseph Whitner, 
secretary, P. O. Box 1748, Atlanta, Ga. 
Western section, Hollenden Hotel, 
Cleveland, Ohio, September 19-21, F. H. 
Moore, secretary, 320 N. Meridian St., 
Indianapolis, Ind. Northwestern section, 
Hotel Spokane, Spokane, Wash., October 
3-5, F. D. Weber, secretary, P. O. Box 
70, Portland, Ore. Southwestern section, 
Hotel Lafayette, Long Beach, Calif., 
October 10-12, H. L. Gerber, secretary, 
205 City Hall, San Francisco, Calif. 


Empire State Gas & Electric Association— 
Annual convention, Lake Placid Club. 
Lake Placid, New York, September 15-16. 
George H. Smith, secretary, Grand Cen- 
tral Terminal, New York, N. Y. 


Wisconsin Utilities Association—'lranspor- 
tation section, Lawsonia, Green Lake, 
Wis., September 19-20: accounting sec- 
tion Lawsonia, September 23-24. A. F. 
Herwig, executive secretary, Brumder 
Bldg., Milwaukee, Wis. 


Indiana Electric Association—Annual con- 
vention, French Lick, Ind., September 29— 
October 1. Tom C. Polk, secretary, 607 
Traction Terminal Bldg., Indianapolis, 
Ind. 


American Transit Association — Annual 
meeting, Toronto, Canada, October 2-7, 
Charles Gordon, managing director, 292 
Madison Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


National Safety Congress—Silver Jubilee, 
Stevens Hotel, Chicago, Ill, October 
10-14. 


N.I.A.A. to Hold 
Cleveland Meeting 


The National Industrial Advertisers 
Association will hold its 16th annual 
conference at the Statler Hotel, Cleve. 
land, September 21-23, it has been 
announced by Stanley A. Knisely, ad- 
vertising director of the Republic Steel 
Corporation, who, as vice-president of 
the association, heads its committee 
for conference program and _ arrange- 
ments. 

In the near future the Conference 
Program Committee will announce its 
list of speakers and subjects. The 
popular clinic idea of discussion meet- 
ings will be continued this year with 
a greater range of subjects, and twice 
as much time allowed as that which 
obtained at the Chicago conference 
last year. 

The demand for exhibit space re- 
sulted in more than half the booths 
being contracted for by the middle of 
June. The enthusiasm with which 
members of the association have re- 
ceived early conference notices leads 
the Cleveland committee to expect, de- 
spite the recession, a still larger at- 
tendance this year than last when all 
former attendance records were sur- 
passed, 


Air Conditioning Bureau 
of Information Organized 


Formation of a bureau of information 
to serve as a clearing house for feature 
writers and editors seeking informa- 
tion on air conditioning has been an- 
nounced by William B. Henderson, 
executive vice-president of the Air Con- 
ditioning Manufacturers’ Association. 
Offices will be at the association's 
headquarters in the Southern Building, 
Washington, D. C. 

John T. Schaefer, formerly with Mill 
Supplies, a McGraw-Hill publication, 
is director of the bureau. 


Court Ruling Paves Way 
for Municipal Plants 


Two towns served by Utah Power & 
Light, Ogden and Provo, Utah, may 
begin to construct municipal plants, 9° 
far as Utah courts are concerned. The 
state Supreme Court set aside a stay 
of judgment in the Provo case and at 
the same time refused to grant a stay 
of judgment in the Ogden case. AP 
peals will be made to the United States 
Supreme Court. 

Provo is ready to begin its $850,000 
power plant, and the way has now been 
cleared for Ogden, with 35,000 popula- 


tion, to call its referendum election. 
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--- READY TO USE 


L-M Transformer hangers need not be “wall 
flowers” in your storeroom. Because one 
hanger fits all L-M Transformers up to 25 KVA, 
and because all L-M hangers do not extend 
below the tank bottom, they can be attached 
to the transformers in the storeroom and the 
transformers are always ready for immediate 
use. You eliminate confusion and save time 
in your storeroom as well as on the job. 








This is just another design improvement pio- 
neered by L-M engineers for your greater con- 
venience and economy. Ask your L-M repre- 
sentative for further information or write Line 
Material Company, South Milwaukee, Wis. 


DISTRIBUTION 
RANSFORMERS 
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DISPLAY—Oklahoma Gas & Electric took advantage of the privilege 

of the Chicago Stock Exchange to display this splendid exhibit in 

the street level window of the Exchange Building. The exchange 

extends to all companies whose securities are listed the opportunity 
to use its front window for display purposes 


FLOODLIGHTS—More than 92,000,000 candlepower comes from the 
615 huge General Electric floodlights to brighten Ebbets Field, N. Y., 
of the Brooklyn Dodgers. The system includes the largest number 
of lighting units ever used for such purpose. Blaw-Knox fabricated 
and erected the seven specially designed steel towers supporting 
lamp panels containing 625 G.E. lamp units; two contain 55 lamps. 
three have 115 and two have 85. Each unit contains a 1.500-watt bulb 


CALL LINE TRUCKS—\etroj 
Edison operates its transmit. 
ting station W8XPQ, rated a 
150 watts, for one-way emer. 
gency communication with line 
trucks. Receivers on trucks 
are permanently tuned to the 
station, which is situated g 
about the center of the system, 
The tower is 200 ft. high 
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RK LIGHTS—Two latest signs on Broadway 


kw, connected load. Above there are 3,500 
t bulbs and 3.700 ft. of 


15-mm. neon tubing 
Watts in the “Four Roses” sign. Right—Artist 
Ow (right) and sign designer Douglas Leigh 
Model of th. animated cartoon “Old Gold” 
104 of Gewerts bulbs on the outside screen, a 
126 Photo-el-ctrie cells, another of 1.026 bulbs 
hich Power is transmitted before the outside 


be activated. and 1.350 ft. of 15-mm. fluores- 


n : _ é 
fon tubine of 24,624 watts. Outside lamps 


have 8.100 watts 
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FIGHTING FIRE—Fighting oil fires with water has become an 
accepted method with the use of spray, as shown in the recent 
test at Everett. Mass. Above—Before applying water from spray 
nozzles on the flaming 150-kva. transformer. Six-inch depth 
of crushed stone was used around the transformer base. Left 

Two minutes five seconds after applying the water at 20 Ib. 
per square inch to one central and four side nozzles the fire 

was out and only steam sizzled from the transformer 





Our cables are made for all power plant ap- _—_ ground, aerial and submarine sections of tram 
plications, from the station turbine to the cus- —_s mission systems. 
tomer’s meter—in all types and voltages used ili iii | 
; ; yP ; - For distribution and utilization work, we supp! 
in electric power construction. : ‘ ee 
all types of cables for street lighting, prima" 
For generating stations, switching substations and secondary circuits; also customers’ servi? 
and stations, we supply generator leads, control —_ cables, building wire, and industrial cables. 
wire and all other types of insulated wires and 


oe oe Our research never stops—new trends in thee 
eables used in inside plant. 


field are anticipated by our new designs. And 


For transmission construction, we supply all what is most important to the purchaser "Ft 


types of high-voltage cable going into the under- _ policy of QUALITY production never chang 


1938 Marks Our 60th Year of Service 


THE OKONITE COMPANY £3 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE: PASSAIC, NEW JERSEY c 
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Production registers increased 
industrial activity — Moves 


rt 
4 nearer to 1937 level 
Rebounding vigorously after the holi- 
day dip, the output of the electric light 
‘. and power industry during the week 
* ended January 16 rose to 2,089,772,000 
7 kw.-hr. and thereby regained all the 
" ground lost since the end of January, 
according to statistics reported by the 
Edison Electric Institute. While pro- 
duction continues to be less than it was 
o in the corresponding period a year ago, 
if the gap was reduced to 9.1 per cent, 


the smallest since April. 

Compared with 1936 the output was 
3 per cent higher than in the week of 
July 11 but slightly under the week of 
July 18. The rise from the lowest week 
in spring, excluding holidays. was 
about the same in amount as in 1937, 
but it occurred in a shorter time and 
the rate has been faster. 

Thus far no region has_ broken 
through last year’s level, but the Mid- 
dle Atlantic and West Central are 
fairly close to it. The South is closing 
the gap steadily; the Central Industrial 
also, but more slowly. The lag is 
greatest in the Rocky Mountain states. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw.-Hr. 








1938 1937 1936 
July 16.2,090 July 17..2,298 July 11..2,030 
July 9.1,881 July 10..2,096 July 4..1,956 
July 2.2,015 July 3..2,238 June 27. .2,030 
June 25.2,019 June 26..2,238 June 20. .2,005 
June 18.1,991 June 19..2,214 June 13..1,990 
June 11.1,992 June 12..2,214 June 6..1,945 
NorthAmericanShows 


Drop in Power Output 


Electric output of the four groups -f 
subsidiaries of North American Com- 
pany so far this year has been less than 
their output for the first half of 1937, 
during which all-time peak records 
were established, according to J. F. 
Fogarty, president. Despite the decline, 
however, Mr. Fogarty stated, the 1938 
figures are still somewhat above those 
for the first half of 1936. 

On the basis of preliminary ‘figures 
for the second quarter output totals 
1,445,000,000 kw.-hr. as against 1,596,- 
000,000 kw.-hr. in the second quarter 
last year. For the first six months out- 
but totaled 2,934,000,000 kw.-hr. as 
against 3.217,000,000 kw.-hr. in the first 
half of 1937. For the year ended June 
0 output totaled 6,165,000,000 kw.-hr. 


against 6,324,000,000 kw.-hr. in the pre- 
ceding year, 
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Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 


July 16 July 9 July 2 


Region 

New England -7.9 —3.7 —9.0 
Middle Atlantic ~ 26 —44 — 1.1 
Central Industrial —16.1 -16.3 —16.5 
West Central..... -~3.5 —1.7 — 3.4 
Southern States. . —-44 -—-65 -9.1 
Rocky Mountain. .... —23.7 -—28.4 -—26.6 
| | ae ... — 5.4 —6.8 — 5.7 

United States 9.1 -10.3 —10.0 


counted for the decrease in the 1938 
output of subsidiaries operating in St. 
Louis, Cleveland and Milwaukee areas, 
Mr. Fogarty stated. The subsidiaries in 
the Washington, D. C., area have not 
been similarly affected and their output 
has shown an increase each week dur- 
ing the first half of this year. Residen- 
tial use has shown an increase in terri- 
tories of all North American subsidi- 
aries. 


Boston Edison Shows Gain 
in Air Conditioning Sales 


Air-conditioning installations by Bos- 
ton Edison Company in May totaled 
24, representing an addition of 540 hp., 
an increase of 300 per cent in number 
and of 493 per cent in horsepower over 
May last year. For the first five months 
these installations amounted to 42 and 
826 hp., an increase of 16.6 per cent in 
number and of 6.1 per cent in horse- 
power over the same period last year. 

Currently, within the company serv- 


ice area, there are 26 real estate de- 
velopments which, by agreement with 
the builders, are to be all-electric. 
Combined projects include 429 new 
homes, of which 209 have been erected. 
An electric range is to be installed in 
each, electric water heaters in about 
10 per cent and 
kitchens in ten. 


complete electric 


Los Angeles Power Contract 
Protested by Three States 


Through its governors, Utah and 
New Mexico have joined Colorado’s 
Attorney-General Byron C. Rogers in 
protesting the recent approval by Sec- 
retary of the Interior Harold Ickes of a 
contract with Los Angeles for secondary 
power from Boulder Dam. 

The contract provides that Los An- 
geles increase its annual power con- 
sumption by 700,000,000 kw.-hr., con- 
structing a third transmission line from 
Boulder Dam. 

* 


Plan National Distribution 


for New Polaroid Desk Lamp 


With production reaching plant ca- 
pacity in July, Polaroid Lighting, Inc., 
expects to have national distribution 
of the first glareless lighting unit, a 
desk lamp, virtually completed by the 
middle of August. Its program of trade 
development and education, initiated 
this spring with a series of lectures by 
George W. Wheelwright, 3d, co-devel- 
oper of Polaroid, is being advanced 
rapidly, the company advises. 

As an initial step in promotional 
effort, the company has issued a dealer 
plan book to be distributed to retailers 
through the licensed manufacturers 
selling the Polaroid lamp. 


May Canadian Output Lower 


Output of central electric stations in 
Canada during May totaled 2,081,935,- 
000 kw.-hr., compared with 2,063,801,- 
000 in April and 2,301,167,000 in May 
a year ago. Exports to the United 
States in May were 155,292,000 kw.-hr., 
against 135,616,000 in April and 16l,- 
033,000 in May a year ago. 


Court to Hear Utility Appeal 


The West Virginia Supreme Court 
has set a hearing for September 13 
on the appeal of Monongahela West 
Penn Public Service Company protest- 
ing the issuance of a Public Service 
Commission certificate of convenience 
to the Harrison County Rural Electrifi- 
cation Association, an REA-financed 
co-operative. 


LeRoy A. Grettum Heads 
Northwest Power Group 


LeRoy A. Grettum, operating man- 
ager of the Eastern Oregon Light & 
Power Company, was elected president 
of the Northwest Electric Light & Power 
Association at the recent annual meet- 


ing in Seattle, Wash. He succeeds W. 
C. Mainwaring, general sales manager 
of the British Columbia Electric Rail- 
way Company. The newly elected vice- 
president is J. E. E. Royer, vice-presi- 
dent and general manager Washington 
Water Power Company. 

Following his graduation from the 
University of Minnesota in 1923 with 
a bachelor’s degree in engineering, Mr. 
Grettum went to work in the engineer- 
ing department of the Mississippi Val- 
ley Public Service Company, in south- 
ern Minnesota and Wisconsin. Since 
1933 he has been general manager of 
the Eastern Oregon Light & Power 
Company. 


> J. G. Sxirm, formerly assistant man- 
ager of the fibre conduit division of 
Brown Company, has been appointed 
manager of this division, to succeed 
Edmund Burke, who recently retired. 
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He will be located at the company’s 
general sales offices in New York. Mr. 
Skirm is well known to both distribu- 
tors and users of Bermico fibre con- 
duit, having been associated with 
Brown Company’s tubular products 
for the past ten years, as engineer, 
factory representative and _ assistant 
sales manager. He brings to his new 
duties a wide knowledge of the elec- 
trical industry and a first-hand under- 
standing of the electrical supply deal- 
ers’ problems. 


> W. B. BusHNELL, who has been con- 
nected with the Public Utilities Engi- 
neering & Service Corporation and its 
predecessor company, the Byllesby En- 
gineering & Management Corporation, 
since 1924, has recently joined the staff 
of the Central Service Corporation, 
Chicago. 


> OrvAL Brown was elected president 
of the Milwaukee chapter of the Na- 
tional Association of Power Engineers 
at the recent annual meeting. Other 
officers named were Edward Meyer, 
vice-president; Alois Holzauer, Jr., 
corresponding __ secretary; Edward 
Campbell, financial secretary, and 
David Hanser, treasurer. 


> Harry W. Dacsy, formerly associate 
engineer (electrical) with the War De- 
partment on Bonneville Dam, was em- 
ployed by the Consolidated Builders, 
Inc., as electrical engineer on the Cou- 
lee Dam, Mason City, Wash. Mr. Dalby 
reports directly to Walter H. Kanzler, 
electrical superintendent, who was for- 
merly on Rock Island Dam and Bon- 
neville Dam. 


> Cuartes B. Perry was re-elected 
president of the Wisconsin development 
authority at a recent meeting of the 
WDA, recently validated by the Su- 
preme Court. Francis Brewer was re- 
elected vice-president and Thomas F. 
Davlin, chairman of the Highway Com- 
mission, secretary. Carl Fries was 
elected treasurer to replace John Thiel, 
director of the Tax Commission, who 
resigned. 


Williamson Vice-President 
of Westinghouse Supply Co. 


Walter Williamson, manager of ap- 
paratus and supply sales, has been 
elected vice-president of the Westing- 
house Electric Supply Company. Mr. 
Williamson will carry the responsibility 
for the development of the company’s 
apparatus and supply business, both as 
to operations, through the company’s 
72 branch houses in the field, and re- 
lationships with suppliers. 

Since 1910 Mr. Williamson has been 
actively engaged in the electric supply 
business. He was president of the Al- 
pha Electric Company of New York 
City when that organization was ac- 
quired by the Westinghouse Electric & 
Manufacturing Company in 1926. Mr. 


Williamson continued as general mar 
ager of the Eastern district of the We 
inghouse Electric Supply Compat! 
until June, 1930, when he was tral’ 
ferred to headquarters as manager ° 
supply sales, which position he hel 
until his recent election to the Wi 
presidency. 
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> W. G. Wyatt, who has been with the 
Greenville, S. C., branch of Duke 
Power Company for several years, has 
been made manager of the Greer, S. C., 
branch, succeeding T. M. Parsons, re- 
signed. 


> James Irwin, director of public re- 
lations of all General Motors Corpora- 
tion units in Dayton, Ohio, has sesigned 
to become associated with the execu- 
tive staff of Monsanto Chemical Com- 
pany. He was succeeded by Frank C. 
Lyons, assistant director. 


> Joun H. Mircuert has been ap- 
pointed division manager of the II- 
linois lowa Power Company at Bloom- 
ington, Ill., to succeed E. O. Brown, 
who retired because of ill health. 


> W. E. Peterson has been transferred 
to the Manistee, Mich., offices of the 
Consumers Power Company as power 
and lighting sales engineer. Until re- 
cently Mr. Peterson has been connected 
with the Saginaw offices of the com- 
pany. 


>L. V. Scuipursky, formerly general 
foreman for the Wisconsin Gas & Elec- 
tric Company at Waukesha, has been 
named local manager, succeeding R. W. 
Leach, recently appointed assistant di- 
vision manager with headquarters at 
Fort Atkinson. FRANK LANGLEY, for- 
merly division sales adviser at Fort 
Atkinson, has been named assistant lo- 
cal manager at Burlington for the 
utility. 


> Grorce Hawes of Edwardsville, IIL., 
has been named manager of the II- 
linois Power Company for the district 
including Edwardsville, Worden, Glen 
Carbon and Hamel and the outlying 
country surrounding these centers. He 


succeeds Phil C. Hill of Edwardsville. 


>C. E. SrryKer has become a partner 
of the consulting engineering firm of 
McKinsey, Wellington & Company, 
Chicago, Ill. For two years following 
graduation from Armour Institute of 
Technology Mr. Stryker was employed 
as testing engineer for the Common- 
wealth Edison Company, Chicago. In 
1920 he became assistant professor of 
electrical engineering at Armour Insti- 
tute and at the same time served as 
electrical engineer for the Ozone Pure 
Airifier Company; later he served in 
the same capacity for the Underwriters 
Laboratories, In 1923 he became affili- 
ated with the Fansteel Products Com- 
pany, eventually becoming chief engi- 
heer. He resigned in 1936 to join Mc- 
Kinsey, Wellington & Company. Mr. 
tyker is a fellow of the American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers. 
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A. G. Christie Nominated 
for A.S.M.E. Presidency 


Alexander Graham Christie, profes- 
sor of mechanical engineering at Johns 
Hopkins University, but more widely 
known for his work in the design of 
power plants, was recently nominated 
for president of the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers. 

Upon his graduation from the Uni- 
versity of Toronto, in 1901, Professor 
Christie started his engineering career 
as a mechanic in the East Pittsburgh, 
Pa., plant of the Westinghouse Ma- 
chine Company, working his way up 





to the positions of erecting and test 
engineer and foreman. 

He resigned in 1904 to become an 
instructor in mechanical engineering at 
Cornell University, but resigned again 
the following year in order to take 
charge of the erection, test and opera- 
tion of the first steam turbine built by 
Allis-Chalmers Company. In the fall 
of 1907 he became mechanical engineer 
in charge of construction and operation 
of the power plant of Western Canada 
Cement & Coal Company, Exshaw, Al- 
berta, Canada. 

In 1909 he was invited to become 
assistant professor of steam and gas 
engineering at the University of Wis- 
consin and later associate professor. 
He joined the faculty of Johns Hop- 
kins University in 1914, being pro- 
moted in 1920 to a full professorship. 


> Henrat P. PAnet, superintendent 
Chamblay power house, has retired on 
pension after 46 years service with Mon- 
treal Light Heat & Power Consolidated. 
Mr. Panet attended Ottawa University 
before commencing his power career 
with the Soper Electric Company. Com- 
ing to Montreal in 1892, he joined the 
old Royal Electric Company as wire- 
man and worked on the installation of 
electric motors for the Montreal Tram- 
ways Company when that organization 
electrified the street car system. With 


the increasing use of electricity, the 
Royal Electric Company stepped out 
of the manufacturing field and concen- 
trated on supply and distribution, send- 
ing Mr. Panet to the Chamblay station 
in 1899. He was appointed superin- 
tendent in 1930. Rodolphe Bettez, who 
has been chief operator of the Cham- 
blay power house since 1935, succeeds 
Mr. Panet. 


> Joun M. Wicut, manager of General 
Electric Company’s home laundry 
equipment section at Bridgeport, Conn., 
was named chairman of a committee 
to contact management companies of 
the utility industry at the recent meet- 
ing of the executive committee of the 
American Washing Machines Manu- 
facturers Association. Other members 
of the committee, which will seek the 
co-operation of the utilities during Na- 
tional Washer and Ironer Week, Octo- 
ber 23-29, are L. L. Shawber, Westing- 
house Electric & Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Mansfield, Ohio; Glen H. Franks, 
Altorfer Bros. Company; Orr Crites, 
New York manager of the Hurley 
Machine Company. 


OBITUARY 


> W. E. Younc, manager of apparatus 
sales department, Canadian General 
Electric Company, died suddenly June 


at 


> ArcHER Davinson, head of the steam 
engineering division of the Westing- 
house company’s New England sales 
headquarters office at Boston, Mass., 
died in Newton, Mass., on July 8. He 
was a native of Farmsville, Va., and 
was a graduate of the Virginia Poly- 
technic Institute. Mr. Davidson joined 
the Westinghouse organization in At- 
lanta, Ga., in 1902, and was transferred 
to Boston in 1916. 


> Dr. Homer Gace, president of the 
Crompton & Knowles Loom Works, 
treasurer of the Worcester Polytechnic 
Institute and a director of the Graton 
& Knight Manufacturing Company, 
Worcester, Mass., died suddenly, at his 
home in Shrewsbury, Mass., on July 3, 
at the age of 77. He was an outstand- 
ing figure in the fields of banking and 
industry in New England. 


> WittiAM M. Morpey, engineer, died 
at Warlingham, Surrey, England, July 
1, at the age of 82, after a lifetime 
spent in the development of electro- 
magnetic machinery. In 1908 and 1909 
Mr. Mordey was president of the In- 
stitution of Electrical Engineers. He 
had been actively engaged in electrical 
engineering work at home and abroad 
since 1882. Mr. Mordey was the author 
of numerous scientific papers. 
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General Electric Net 
Is 46 Cents a Share 


Sales billed by General Electric Com- 
pany during the first six months this 
year totaled $130,910,638, as against 
$171,076,645 during the same _ period 
last year, a decrease of 23 per cent, ac- 
cording to Gerard Swope, president. 

Mr. Swope stated that net profit was 
$13,176,956, equal to 46 cents a share, 
as against $26,293,604, or 91 cents a 
share, in the first half of 1937. The 
company will pay a dividend of 20 
cents a share on July 25 for the second 
quarter, making dividends of 50 cents 
a share paid for the first half of 1938, 
as against 80 cents a share paid in the 
1937 period. 

Sales billed for the second quarter 
totaled $65,824,081, against $65,.086,- 
597 in the 1937 period. Net income was 
$6,101,217, against $7,075,739 in the 
previous quarter and $14,667,196 in the 
second quarter last year. The six 
months’ earnings compare as follows: 

First Half 1938 1937 
Net sales billed .$130,910,638 $171,076,645 


Costs, exp. & gen. 


charges 121,536,908 149,656,948 


Net ine. from sales $9,373,730 $21,419,697 


Other  ine., less 


int. charges... 3,803,226 4,873,907 


Net income.... $13,176,956 $26,293,604 


The company had 209,028  stock- 
holders on June 24, compared with 
204,980 on March 18, 201,219 on De- 
cember 31 and 195,048 in June, 1937, 
showing a gain of 7.2 per cent in the 
last twelve months. 


Grand River Turbine Order 
Awarded to Allis-Chalmers 


The Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing 
Company has been awarded a $700,000 
contract for four 20,000-hp. hydraulic 
turbines for use on the Grand River 
project in northeastern Oklahoma. 
Contract includes governors and one 
750-hp. service unit. 

At the same time the company was 
notified that it was low bidder on 
waterwheel generators for the Chicka- 
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mauga Dam on the TVA development. 
Contract will amount to between 
$1,000,000 and $1,500,000, it is re- 
ported, according to the number of 
generators the government decides to 
take. 

* 


Incandescent Lamp Prices 


Reach New All-Time Low 


Prices of incandescent lamps have 
dropped to less than a third of what 
they were in 1921. The chart, compiled 
by the Incandescent Lamp Department 
of the General Electric Company, shows 
the changes year by year. In 1937 the 
average list price of large lamps was 
32.2 per cent, referred to 1921 as 100; 
of miniature lamps, 31.3 per cent, and 
of all sizes 32.0 per cent. 

The method used in preparing the 
data is to extend the quantity shipped 
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Trend of average of list prices of 
domestic lamps 


Period Ending December 31, 1937 


of each type by the current and previ- 
ous year’s prices, calculate the per 
cent reduction from the previous year 
and apply this percentage to the previ- 
ous year’s per cent of list prices. 
Christmas tree and special lamps or 
those involving special features are 
omitted. 
* 


Westinghouse Cafeteria 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Company recently opened its 
new $100,000 employees’ cafeteria at 
the East Pittsburgh plant. Equipped to 
accommodate 1,200, the cafeteria is air 
conditioned and sound-proofed. 


Railroad Awards Two 
Equipment Contracts 


General Electric Company and West- 
inghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
Company each has been awarded con- 
tract for $1,700,000, to build electrical 
equipment for ten new 100-mile-an-hour 
locomotives for passenger service on the 
electrified section of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad between Harrisburg, New 
York and Washington, D. C. 

As nearly 60,000 man-hours of work 
is required to build the electrical parts 
for each locomotive the total employ- 
ment involved in the contract totals 
1,200,000 man-hours after the work 
is in progress. It was stated, experi- 
enced employees will be recalled and 
assigned to manufacturing divisions at 
various plants. 

Six twin motors, each 770 hp., twin 
mounted on a single-drive shaft, pro- 
vide power for the GG-1’s. When run- 
ning at 100 miles an hour these motors 
develop 4,620 hp. but they can provide 
more than 8,000 hp. for spurts of trac- 
tive effort. 


June Engineering Building 


Heavy engineering construction, of 
the public works and utilities classifi 
cations, which is expected to increase 
greatly in the coming months under the 
stimulus of the new federal spending 
program, amounted to only $83,521,000 
in June, being 32 per cent less than 
May and 16 per cent under June of 
last year, according to F. W. Dodge 
Corporation. 


May Air Conditioning Orders 
Drop 15% From April 


Orders booked for air-conditioning 
systems and equipment during May. 
as reported by 125 manufacturers, 
amounted to $3,798,967, as against 
$4,472,144 in April and $6,472.144 
May of last year, according to the De- 
partment of Commerce. 

Of the total orders booked, those 


ELectRIcAL Woruw + July 23, 1938 





ers 


ning 
May. 
\rers. 
ainst 
{4 in 
e De- 


those 


, 1938 


booked by the air-conditioning group 
of manufacturers amounted to $2,197,- 
393 in May, compared with $2,979,269 
in April and $3,598,802 in May last 
year. Orders booked by the fan group 
totaled $1,170,332, against $991,212 
and $2,108,469, while orders of the unit 
heater group were $431,242, against 
$501.663 and $765,533. 


Electrical Exports Reach 
$122,800,000 Total in 1937 


Exports of electrical equipment in 
1937 amounted to $122,800,000, an in- 
crease of 24 per cent over the previous 
year and highest for any year on record 
with the exception of 1929 and 1930, 
when the totals were $149,500,000 and 
$132,100,000 respectively, according to 
final revised figures by the Department 
of Commerce. 

All except seven of the 80 items in 
the export classifications showed gains 
for 1937 over 1936. Outstanding among 
these increases were the following: 
A.c. generators, 2,000 kva. and over, 
$715,775, a gain of 517 per cent over 
1936; insulated iron or steel wire and 
cable, $157,762, a gain of 222 per cent; 
self-contained lighting outfits, $1,760,- 
988, a gain of 171 per cent, and sta- 
tionary motors, over 200 hp., $283,311, 
a gain of 144 per cent. 


Westinghouse to Pay Bonus 


Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Company’s July “profit-sharing” 
bonus for workers has been set at 3 
per cent, as compared with extra pay 
of 5 per cent in June and 1 per cent in 
May. The “profit-sharing” plan is 
based on the company’s average earn- 
ings for the three preceding months. 


Phileo Air Conditioner 


Phileo Radio & Television Corpora- 
tion, which recently entered the air- 
conditioning field with the “Cool-Wave” 
portable air-conditioning unit, has re- 
ported that its air-conditioning business 
to date has exceeded the company’s 


own expectations and quotas by a full 
io per cent. 


cinching 


New York Metal Prices 


July 12, 1938 July 20, 1938 
Cents per Cents per 


Pound Pound 
Copper electrolytic 9.754 9.750 
Pen Am. 8. & R. price 4.90 4.90 
Antimony ee 11.250 10.75 
pickel ingot 35.00 35.90 
ine spot Soren 5.15 5.15 
POMMOND. coc ccs as 42.75 43.375 
Aluminum, «9 per cent 20.00 20.00 
@ Delivered Connecticut Valley. 


ac 
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Field Reports on Business 


Irregular buying has featured the electrical industry during the past week. 
Orders in some sections are tending upward, while others are holding back 
for a clearer outlook for the fall. A better sentiment is indicated by the fact 
that some forward orders are being placed. 


NEW YORK 


The effect of the huge outlay of PWA 
and other phases of the spending-lending 
program has not been fully felt in this 
section and for that reason there has been 
some hesitancy to rush into the market for 
a great amount of inventory. Feeling 
toward fall business has swayed with the 
breeze and forward orders indicate that 
future plans have not been definitely settled. 

Utility buying continues on a relatively 
small volume. However, Consolidated Edi- 
son and its affiliates are planning a big ap- 
pliance sales drive in the fall which is ex- 
pected to catch a receptive market. Many 
of the retail outlets are displaying bargains 
which have whetted the appetite of buyers. 
This trend is expected to increase as the 
season progresses. 

A great deal of interest is being shown 
in lighting, with buyers active in lamps. 
The New York lamp show has drawn good 
crowds all week and sales are reported to 
be of good size. 

Electrical manufacturers see better pros- 
pects. Prospects of more utility financing 
opens the market for heavy equipment, with 
some of the delayed orders now becoming 
active. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Despite irregularities in sales volume 
among industries, business continues on 
an upward trend in this area. Harvard 
University has purchased a 3,000-kva.. 
three-phase transformer from  Allis-Chal- 
mers for use in Cambridge, and various 
auxiliary switching equipment is included. 
An early award of contracts for industrial 
hydro-electric generating equipment is an- 
ticipated in Maine. In connection with the 
1939 expansion of its shons in Everett the 
Boston Elevated Railway contemplates pur- 
chasing one 12-ton and six 3-ton cranes. 
motor-driven ventilating fan equipment and 
lighting facilities, in addition to machine 
tools supplementing units to be transferred 
from its older shops. The B. F. Sturtevant 
Company. Boston. has equinped a new 
rayon mill for Carl Stohn, East Taunton, 
Mass., with air-conditioning apparatus. 

Important building projects in New 
England presage the use of substantial 
electrical material for power, lighting and 
communication service. Among these are 
a new state office building, Concord, N. H., 
$640,000: public library, Concord. N. H., 
$193.270; armory. Manchester. N. H.. $443.- 
420: city hall, Nashua, N. H., $350,000. 
Central-station power sales departments 
are busy on projects, not a few of which 
involve conversion of plants operating with 
obsolete steam equipment to electrically 
driven installations on a carefully sched- 
uled modernization program. Improvements 
in church lighting are also quite active 
and many of these involve ventilation sys- 
tems of more or less capacity. 

Appliance sales are fairly cod in tone. 
In two utility systems in Vermont 1,572 
electric refrigerators have been sold this 
year to July 2, representing 60.4 per cent 
of the year’s quota; also 369 electric 
ranges, or 41 per cent of quota, and 70 
electric water heaters, or 47.2 per cent of 


quota. In the Middlebury area 78.2 per 
cent of the refrigerator quota has been sold, 
and Bennington, Vt., has sold 106.4 per 
cent of its 1938 range quota. Air condi- 
tioning is progressing especially well in 
small installations, and improvements in 
woolen and other textile and in the leather 
industries forecast a widening electrical 
market later this summer. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Power line and station equipment pre- 
dominates in present purchasing, includ- 
ing a $15,000 pole award by Los Angeles. 
a 3,000-pole and 5,000-meter inquiry for 
the Imperial Valley District, four 1,667- 
kva. transformers for Montana, $4,000 of 
armature coils for a San Francisco street 
railway, 48 induction regulators valued at 
$17,000 for the Central coast area and 
$3,000 of charging and storage battery 
equipment. 

Transformers in stock sizes are moving 
steadily, but in about 50 per cent of a nor- 
mal year’s volume. Industrial power ap- 
paratus buying is varied, if not heavy, and 
includes a $17,000 mechanical drive tur- 
bine for Standard Oil Company, a 500-hp. 
motor, fractional-horsepower motors for 
manufacturers of pumping plants and cal- 
culating machines, and $5,000 of trans- 
formers, including a 325-kva. size for a 
dredging syndicate. Lighting material ap- 
pears definitely established as an all-year 
staple, with increasing sales for renovation 
under modern standards. California schools 
are especially good customers, with even 
considerably better prospects. Bay area 
contractors report many inquiries for in- 
dividual lighting of exposition booths in 
the main palaces, whose basic lighting is 
industrial with a 12 ft.-candle average. 


CHICAGO 


New trade gains throughout this area 
last week tended to strengthen the growing 
confidence that business had passed the 
low point of the slump. Retail and whole- 
sale trade registered substantial gains after 
the Fourth of July holiday. 

Allotment of federal funds for several 
large projects in this district has brought 
some fair-sized orders for electrical equip- 
ment. A $16,000,000 housing project will 
get under way within a month. Other 
awards in nearby towns include $60,000 for 
a transmission line, $450,000 for three 
school additions and $150,000 for traffic 
and street lights. 

Air-conditioning installations for the first 
six months numbered 219, aggregating 
3.044 hp., compared with 307 installations 
of 9.722 hp. during the same period in 
1937. Electric fan sales are far below 
last year, due primarily to the moderate 
weather which has prevailed so far this 
year. 

Most all manufacturers report a slight 
gain in orders during the first part of July. 
Sales, however, are approximately 45 per 
cent under a year ago. Appliance sales are 
off about one-third in the smaller items and 
from 40 to 50 per cent on the heavier ap- 
pliances. 
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Utility Stocks and Bonds Rise in Week 


PRICE TRENDS OF 
ELECTRIC UTILITY 


SECURITIES 
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Despite losses during the week, gains made by electric power and light stocks on 
Tuesday last sent the “Electrical World” index up 0.6 point to 28.4; index a year 
ago, 33.7. Bonds, too, were higher, the index gaining 0.5 point to reach 101.6 





Utility Financing 


Plans Announced 


Indianapolis Power & Light has filed 
an application with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission covering $32,- 
000,000 of first mortgage bonds and 
$5,500,000 of serial notes, maturing 
August 1, 1939-1948. Interest rate on 
bonds and notes and maturity date of 
bonds are to be filed later. 

Net proceeds from the sale of the 
bonds and notes will be used in re- 
deeming at 104 per cent $37,509,000 
principal amount of company’s out- 
standing first mortgage gold bonds, 
series “A,” 5 per cent, due January 1, 
1957. 

Nevada-California Electric Corpora- 
tion has asked the Federal Power Com- 
mission to approve an issue of $700,- 
000 principal amount of three-year 
notes bearing 44% per cent interest, 
proceeds to be used in the refunding 
of outstanding short-term notes. 

Commonwealth Edison Company is 
reported to be considering the sale of 
another $73,000,000 of bonds and de- 
bentures which might reach the market 
in another five or six weeks. The of- 
fering would be a duplication of the 
sale in May and June of $33,000,000 
first mortgage bonds, bearing 34% per 
cent interest, and $40,000,000 of 3% 


per cent convertible debentures. 


Atlas Offers New Plan 


Atlas Corporation this week filed a 
new plan for the reorganization of the 
Utilities Power & Light Corporation 
with the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. Offered in substitution 
for an amended plan filed last Octo- 
ber, this latest proposal provides for 
payment in cash of all claims ranking 
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above the outstanding debentures and 
also for pro rata cash payments for 
accrued and unpaid interest on de- 
bentures and other claims of the same 
parity. Hearing has been set for 


August 8. 
e 


Rules Utility Tax Invalid 


Judge Thomas Trimble of the Ar- 
kansas Federal Court has held invalid 
an ordinance of the Bald Knob City 
Council levying an annual tax of $1 
on utility poles within the city limits 
on the grounds that the charge was 
excessive. Arkansas Power & Light was 
granted a temporary injunction July 
16, 1937, and this will be made per- 
manent. The utility contended that the 
real purpose of the tax was for revenue 
rather than to provide inspection of the 


poles. 
€ 


Will Redeem Two Issues 


San Antonio Public Service Com- 
pany has announced that it will re- 
deem all of its outstanding first mort- 
gage and refunding bonds, 30-year 5 
per cent series B, on August 1, 1938, at 
105 and accrued interest, and all of its 
outstanding first mortgage and refund- 
ing bonds, 30-year 6 per cent, series A, 
on January 1, 1939, at 110 and accrued 


interest. 
® 


To Vote on Stock Change 


Stockholders of the Iowa Southern 
Utilities Company of Delaware are to 
meet on August 1 in Davenport, Iowa, 
to vote on a plan to change the author- 
ized stock from 150,000 cumulative 
preferred stock and 100,000 common 
shares to 360,000 shares of common 
stock of $15 par value. They also will 
be asked to approve certain rates of 
exchange for the old and new shares. 


Utility Issue Opposed by 
Minority Stockholders 


Opposition on behalf of minority 
stockholders developed last week to 
the application of New York & Queens 
Electric Light & Power Company to 
the Public Service Commission for per- 
mission to issue 8,772 additional shares 
of preferred capital stock and to the 
request of Consolidated Edison Com. 
pany of New York, Inc., parent com. 
pany, to acquire 8,629 shares of the 
new issue. 

John H. Schmid, counsel for the 
minority group, contended that the ap.- 
plication was not made in “good faith” 
and that Consolidated has concealed 
from the commission its intention to 
absorb the subsidiary. Acquisition of 
the stock would give the parent com- 
pany more than 95 per cent of the 
total issue outstanding, compared with 
about 92 per cent that it now owns. 

Stockholders of the utility have ap.- 


proved the issue. 
a 


Dayton Power Stock Sale 


Dayton Power & Light Company has 
been authorized by the State Public 
Utilities Commission to sell 42,500 
shares of no-par common stock at $60 
a share to Columbia Gas & Electric 
Corporation, parent organization. Sales 
will pay off short-term notes held by 
the parent company amounting to $1, 


973,043. 
. 


Permits Refunding Issue 


Virginia Public Service Company has 
been authorized by the Virginia Cor- 
poration Commission to issue $677,000 
gold bonds to refund another issue fall- 
ing due November 1, 1938. The new 
bonds, a 5 per cent first and refunding 
mortgage on the Newport News & 
Hampton Railway, Gas & Electric Com- 
pany, will be used to refund outstand- 
ing first mortgage 40-year bonds on the 
Newport News & Old Point Railway & 
Electric Company, which was absorbed 
when the Virginia Public Service Com- 
pany was formed. The new issue falls 
due January 1, 1944. 





Earnings Reports (Utilities) 
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Net Income _ 
38 1937 


*National Pwr. & Lt. . 
and sub $7,849,047 


9,351,504 10,321,148 
*Puget Sound 
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*Virginia El. & Pwr. 3,322,359 3,280,7% 
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*Texas Elec. Service 1,261,477 
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*Pacific Pwr. & Lt. 
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Speep ContTROL DEVELOPMENTS—Three 
recent developments in variable-speed-con- 
trol units are: (1) “Speedial” handwheel, 
optional equipment on the transmission 
units of Reeves Pulley Company, Columbus, 
Ind., uses a scale calibrated in turns of 
the shifting screw to register accurately 
the speed settings of the units. (2) Vari- 
able-speed transmission unit offered by 
Graham Transmissions, Inc., Milwaukee, 
Wis., maintains full torque all the way to 
zero speed, by using a tractional device 
which automatically keeps the drive pres- 
sure in proportion to both load and speeds. 
For the transmission of motor power over 
arange of 4:1, it is available in sizes from 
1/6 to 15 hp. (3) Ideal Commutator 
Dresser Company, Sycamore, IIl., offers 
“Select-O-Speed” transmission units which 
use standard “V” belts, give an infinite 
selection of speeds over a 5 to 1 ratio by 
movement of a control lever. Several 
sizes are offered up to 714 hp. 


Winnow Unit—“Silentaire” is the name 
given by the Berger Manufacturing Divi- 
sion, Republic Steel Corporation, Canton, 
Ohio, to its new window unit. Device 
ventilates, filters incoming air and then 
circulates it, and is said to eliminate dis- 
turbing outside noise. 


Gas-ELectric Rance—In the upper left- 
hand compartment of the combination gas- 
electric range announced by Tinnerman 
Stove & Range Company, Cleveland, Ohio, 
is a built-in electrical element controlled 
by a three-way switch. On the element 
tests a portable cooker. Idea of this ar- 
rangement is that the housewife can bring 
foods to cooking temperatures quickly on 
the top gas burners and then place the 
cooker on the electric element with the 
switch at “low.” An added feature of the 
range is that it requires no extra house 
wiring. A single wire plugged into any 
standard 110-volt wall outlet provides cur- 
rent for the electric cooker and an electric 
light and clock. Valve handles are con- 
cealed in the upper left-hand compart- 
ment when this door is closed, away from 
the reach of small children. 


_ SOLDERING Tron Stanp—Electric Solder- 
ing Iron Company, Inc., Deep River, Conn.. 
‘mnounces a thermostatic control stand for 
Maintaining a constant uniform tempera- 
ture of electric soldering irons when they 
— lying idle between soldering operations. 
Stand cuts iron in and out of the circuit 
at any selected temperature, is designed to 
prolong the life of the tin and of the heat- 
ing element, as well as to save current. 


«tenor Proysection Desk — Micro- 
oan the process of photographing rec- 
‘, engravings, and the like, suggests 
Mfuilities for use by utilities and con- 
a Po engineers in keeping tab on numer- 
Det gineering drawings. One utility, the 

toit Edison Company, has had_ the 


Euecrricat Woritp + July 23, 1938 


EQUIPMENT 


Recordak Corporation, 350 Madison Ave- 
nue, New York, N. Y., develop a projection 
desk for use in viewing these microfilmed 
drawings. Operator inserts the 35-mm. 
film at the rear of the desk, depresses the 
foot treadle to see it full size on the 
ground glass viewing screen and then pro- 
ceeds to study or trace it. 


Gas Detector—For use by utilities in 
detecting combustible gas hazards, the 
Mine Safety Appliances Company, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., offers its new pocket-size 
“Explosimeter.” By operating a_ small 
piston-type pump, a sample of the atmo- 
sphere—in a manhole, perhaps—is drawn 
through a length of hose into the device. 
Gas sample produces an unbalancing of 
the electrical circuit within the device to 
cause a deflection of the pointer propor- 
tional to the concentration of the gas in 
the atmosphere under test. A single con- 
trol knob serves to turn the instrument on 
and off, balance the electrical circuit and 
indicate the extent to which the battery 
in the device has been used. 


Ozone GENERATOR—The “HomOzone Air 
and Health Regenerator” is offered by the 
Automatic Electrical Devices Co., 324 East 
Third St., Cincinnati, Ohio. Through an 
error, the address of this company was 
listed in EvecrricaL Wortp for June 11 
as Chicago. 


Gas Detector 


“Graham” 


° e a 
Transmission 





Microfilm Projection Desk 


TECHNICAL BULLETINS 


SoFTBALL FLoopLicHtinc—A new 32- 
page manual on the floodlighting of soft- 
ball fields for night play has been issued 
by Benjamin Electric Mfg. Co., Des 
Plaines, Ill. It explains by diagrams and 
illustrations the basic factors to be con- 
sidered in softball field floodlighting and 
shows how floodlights must be designed 
and installed. 


Srore Licutinc—While “How to Plan 
and Construct Modern Storefronts” is 
primarily a manual for the architect, light- 
ing consultants of utilities should find in- 
teresting the lighting data given. Besides 
illumination data for various types of 
stores, there is rather detailed information 
on lighting for luminous store fronts, a 
comparatively recent development in this 
field. The manual is published by Libbey- 
Owens-Ford Glass Co., Toledo, Ohio. 


VARIABLE-SPEED ContTrot—In_ addition 
to furnishing complete catalog information 
on the complete line of variable-speed 
control units, Catalog G-384, issued by 
Reeves Pulley Company, Columbus, Ind., 
includes detailed engineering data to aid 
in the selection of the proper unit. Typi- 
cal installations are also shown. 


Sotpertnc Lucs—H. B. Sherman Manu- 
facturing Company, Battle Creek, Mich., 
has prepared a five-page mimeographed 
leaflet relating history and development 
of solder lugs, different types in which 
they are made and their application. 


Coat, Asnes Hanptinc—Ideas and sug- 
gestions for cutting coal and ashes hand- 
ling costs in the power plant by means 
of elevating and conveying equipment, coal 
crushers, etc. [Illustrations show how a 
variety of handling conditions were met, 
particularly in boiler plants of moderate 
size. Book is available from the Link-Belt 
Co., 307 North Michigan Ave., Chicago. 


Gas-Electric Range 


“Silentaire’” Window Unit 
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To Hold Home Lighting 
Conference in Chicago 


The Chicago Lighting Institute and 
the Chicago section of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society’s residential light- 
ing forum are sponsoring a home light- 
ing conference, to be held at the 
institute August 25 and 26. 

While the meeting is primarily for 
the purpose of keeping home service 
girls adequately informed on subjects 
related to better lighting, utility ex- 
ecutives, manufacturers, electrical con- 
tractors and wholesalers are also ex- 
pected to attend. Wiring is to be given 
special emphasis and the relation of 
adequacy in the wiring installation to 
assure full comfort and convenience 
will be featured. 


Withdraws Hydro License 


Upon request filed by Robert W. 
Curtis of Keokuk, Iowa, for permission 
to withdraw his application for license 
for Project No. 1401, on the Des 
Moines River, the Federal Power Com- 
mission has consented to such with- 
drawal. The proposed project was to 
include a dam on the Des Moines River 
at Hinsdale; a concrete power house 
forming part of the dam and housing 
three generating units of 10,000 hp. 
total capacity; an auxiliary steam plant 
with 3,000 hp. installed capacity 
located either at Fairfield or Farming- 
ton, Iowa, and a transmission line con- 
necting the two plants. 


Denies Review of FPC Order 


In a recent decision the United States 
Circuit Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit refused a direct judicial review 
of the Federal Power Commission’s 
order denying the merger application 
of the Newport Electric Corporation 
and the Citizens Utilities Company. 


FPC to Investigate Rates 
of Illinois Utility 


The Federal Power Commission has 
ordered, on its own motion, an inves- 
tigation to determine whether the rates 
of the Moline-Rock Island Manufac- 
turing Company for the sale of elec- 
tric energy to four companies distribut- 
ing energy in Illinois and Iowa are 
just and reasonable. 

The four companies are Peoples 
Power Company, Peoples Light Com- 
pany, Clinto, Davenport & Muscatine 
Railway Company and Tri-City Rail- 
way Company. The Moline-Rock Island 
Company operates two steam and two 
hydro plants, three of which are in 
Illinois and one in Iowa. 
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OPPORTUNITIES 


Rocuester, N. Y.—Rochester Gas & 
Electric Corporation plans extensions and 
improvements in transmission and dis- 
tributing lines, including rural electric 
system, power substation and service facil- 
ities in different areas. Company recently 
has arranged financing through sale of 
bond issue to total about $1,690,000, part 
of proceeds to be used for purpose noted. 


Terre Haute, Inp.—Bureau of Prisons, 
Department of Justice, Washington, D. C., 
plans power plant at new multi-unit fed- 
eral prison on State Highway 65, about 
3 miles from Terre Haute, where tract 
of about 1200 acres of land has been se- 
cured. Also will install motors and con- 
trols, underground conduit system, tele- 
phone system, signal system, lighting and 
power switchboards, fire alarm system, 
outdoor floodlighting system and_ other 
electrical equipment. Entire project will 
cost about $3,000,000. Appropriation has 
been authorized. Proposed to call for 
bids soon. 


Muscatine, Towa—First Iowa Hydro- 
Electric Co-Operative, Inc., 210 Walnut 
Street, Muscatine, Harry J. Strong, man- 
ager, has plans maturing for new hydro- 
electric power development on Cedar River 
in Muscatine County, where site has been 
selected. Project will include power dam, 
generating station, power substations and 
switching stations, transmission and dis- 
tributing lines. Cost about $3,500,000. 
Financing is being arranged through fed- 
eral aid. Burns & McDonnell Engineering 
Company, 107 West Linwood Boulevard, 
Kansas City, Mo., is consulting engineer. 


ALEXANDRIA, VA.—Bureau of Yards and 
Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., receives bids (no closing date 
stated) fer lighting and power systems at 
Naval Torpedo Factory, Alexandria, in- 
cluding wire and cable, high-tension switch- 
gear transformers and accessories, light- 
ing and power switchboards, panelboards, 
conduits, clock and program system, fire 
alarm system and other miscellaneous 
equipment (Specifications 8741). 


Detroit, Micu.—Public Lighting Com- 
mission, 174 East Atwater Street, plans 
extensions and improvements in municipal 
electrical distributing system, including re- 
placements in number of existing lines in 
diferent parts of city. Cost $1,361,000, of 
which $799,300 is being secured through 
federal aid. 


Wasnincton, D. C.—Bureau of Supplies 
and Accounts, Navy Department, Wash- 
ington, receives bids until August 2 for 
quantity of 500-watt floodlights and acces- 
sories for Eastern Navy Yards and Puget 
Sound, Wash., yard (Schedule 3952). 


Wricutstown, N. J.—Quartermaster De- 
pot, Camp Dix, near Wrightstown, plans 
new power plant at local Federal reserva- 
tion. Work will be carried out in con- 
junction with group of new utility and 
other buildings, with total appropriation 


of $935,000 authorized for entire project, 
Proposed to begin construction soon. 


San Antonio, Tex.—San Antonio Pub. 
lic Service Company has approved plans 
for installation of underground conduit 
system for 13,000-volt transmission lines 
between power substations in downtown 
area, and will proceed with work at once, 
Cost close to $100,000. 


JACKSONVILLE, FiLA.—Has secured fed- 
eral grant of $1,127,000. to be used in con- 
nection with new addition to municipal 
electric power plant, including installation 
of generating units and accessory equip. 
ment for increased capacity. Entire proj- 
ect will cost about $2,500,000, remainder 
of fund to be provided by city. 


Datias, Tex.—Bureau of Prisons, De 
partment of Justice, Washington, D. C, 
plans power plant at new federal prison 
group for women on site near Dallas. Also 
will install complete electrical facilities, 
including underground conduit _ system, 
lighting and power switchboards, outdoor 
floodlighting system, signal system, tele 
phone system, fire alarm system and mis 
cellaneous installation. Fund of $1,700,000 
has been approved for project. Work is 
scheduled to begin soon. 


DaNnvILLe, ILt.—Peabody Coal Company, 
231 South LaSalle Street, Chicago, Ill, 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
conveyors, loaders and other equipment 
for new coal-washing and cleaning plant 
at mining properties at Danville. Cost 
about $600,000. 


Hay Sprincs, Nes.—Mirage Flats Publi 
Power and Irrigation District, Hay Springs, 
Earl S. Horn, secretary, has plans matur 
ing for hydro-electric power development 
in Sheridan County. Cost about $765,000, 
with transmission lines. Financing is be 
ing arranged through federal aid. H. 
Henningson Engineering Company, Union 
State Bank Building, Omaha, Neb., is com 
sulting engineer. 


Cuarteston, S. C.—Bureau of Yards 
and Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 5 
D. C., will prepare plans soon for extel 
sions and improvements in power plant a 
Charleston Navy Yard, including installa” 
tion of additional equipment. Fund 
$150,000 has been approved for work. Al 
for extensions and improvements in ele] 
trical distributing system at same Yara 
similarly estimated to cost $150,000 and] 
in which amount appropriation has 
authorized. Bids will be asked soon. 


Miami, Fra—City Commission will 1 
ceive bids until August 3 for municip® 
electric power plant, including two 750-¥ 
Diesel engine-generator units and comp 
accessory equipment, switchboard, and ult 
derground conduit lines to municlp 
pumping station for water system at Hia- 
leah, for which purpose power plant 
be used. Cost estimated close to $200, 
Carl F. Lambert, Biscayne Building, Miam, 
is consulting engineer. 
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